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Shuang Li’s Manhattan show is both a celebration of her favourite band and of the life of a serious fan  New York exhibition, there isa
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When does fan art become fine
art? That question is close to the
heart for Shuang Li, a Chinese
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reading, as a teenager,” she
says on the rooftop of the
Swiss Institute, a non-profit
contemporary art venue in Lower:
Manhattan. “Ifelt was more alive
when [ was online playing video
games and red .
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Li was further removed from
MCR than their fans in the West
because of geographyand China's
economic status at the time.

She first discovered MCR
through “cracked CDs", unsold
stock from CD retailers in the
West that were routinely shipped
to China as plastic waste to be
disposed of (in 2018, China
stopped being adumping ground
for other countries’ plastic waste).

Their edges were deliberately
clipped to make sure they could
not be resold as new, but it was
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Beingan MCR fan has shaped
herlife. “Twas really impressed by
what these five guys from New
Jersey had done with their lives.
They made me think I could do
more,” she says. ;

Her long-distance, int_iucct
relationship with the band is also
at the heart of her art. Until 2022,
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So she is still a fan, then?
“Yes, 1 am a fan,” Li says emphat-
ically. “I's beautiful to be a fan,
and thatis the identity I am most
comfortable with. [ am actually a
crazy fan.”

“Shuang Li: I'm Not” is co-organised
by the Swiss Institute and the Aspen
Art Museum. It is on view at the
Swiss Institute until August 25.




