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Good 0K Great Fantastic Perfect Grand Thank You is the first institutional solo
exhibition in the US by Tobias Spichtig (b. 1982, Sempach, Switzerland). The
exhibition features new paintings on mirrored walls, partially obstructed by a glut
of pre-used, empty retail display cases from shuttered stores. Two of the artist's
humanoid sculptures - hollow, elongated figures made from garments - preside over
the scene.

The exhibition unites many of the concerns of Spichtig's recent work, including the
formation of icons, the superfluity of ornamentation, aggregations of everyday
objects by typology, and reflections on voids and emptiness. At the center of the
installation is a crowd of second-hand display cases, the kind designed for
presenting accessories such as jewelry and sunglasses that call to mind the recent
mass closures of New York retail stores, as well as Yves Klein’s exhibition of an
empty cabinet, usually known as Le Vide (1958). As vitrines with glass and mirrored
surfaces designed to guide the eye across a range of merchandise, they nonetheless
obstruct and direct the view of Spichtig’s paintings, which hang on acrylic
mirrors, lining the walls as they might in a fitness studio. Some of these
paintings feature pairs of sunglasses which gaze out vacantly from the center of
the canvas, while others are jagged ornamental abstractions with decorative
embellishments that bear resemblances to those found in tattoos, street art and
haute couture.

The installation creates a play of gazes among mirrors, shields, voids and
obstacles. This focus on the act of looking is partly rooted in the artist’s
interest in the theory of divine and limited perspectives developed by the German
Medieval theologian Nicholas of Cusa (1401-64) in reference to painted icons. The
divine sight that looks out from an icon has no vanishing point: Timited
perspective is for mortals. Within these refractions, however, is an interest in
style, ornamentation and surface that blossoms around a vacuum. The sculptural
figures constructed entirely of clothes are empty husks, the sunglasses do not sit
on a face but a painted color field, and the statements that form the exhibition’s
title - Good 0K Great Fantastic Perfect Grand Thank You - are an excessive
collection of affirmatives that evokes someone who is simply trying to wrap up a
phone call.
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This exhibition is made possible in part through the generous support of Mato
Peri¢. Tobias Spichtig wishes to thank: Caroline Busta; Simon Castets; Alison
Coplan; Tobias Czudej; Darren Flook; Tim Hecker; Calla Henkel; Karl Holmgvist; Nik
Kiinzler; Ben Lalier; Klara Liden; Elisa Linn; Laura MclLean-Ferris; Theresa
Patzschke; Mato Perié¢ Max Pitegoff; Delf Reumann; Fabian Schoneich; Pauline Seguin;
Theres and Sepp Spichtig; Galerie Bernhard, Zurich; Jan Kaps, Cologne; CFA, Berlin.

This exhibition is organized by Laura McLean-Ferris, Chief Curator, and Alison
Coplan, Curator.

About Tobias Spichtig

Tobias Spichtig Tives and works in Berlin and Zirich. He has had recent solo
exhibitions at Kaleidoscope, Spazio Maiocchi, Milan (2020); Centre d'art
contemporain - la synagogue de Delme, Delme (2019); SALTS, Basel (2019); and Museum
Folkwang, Essen (2019). His work was recently included in group exhibitions at
Forde, Geneva (2021); Le Commun, Geneva (2021); Berghain, Berlin (2020); Avant-
Garde Institute, Warsaw (2020); Fellbach Small Sculpture Triennial 2019, Fellbach
(2019); and Volksbiihne, Berlin (2019).

Planning Your Visit and Safety Precautions

Visitors to Swiss Institute are required to show proof of vaccination, such as vaccination cards,
the NYC COVID Safe App or New York State's Excelsior app, to enter. Masks are required at all times
and visitors must maintain at least six feet of distance from each other when inside the building.
Swiss Institute has hand sanitizer stations available for visitor use. Entry is free as always.
Swiss Institute’s hours are Wed/Thurs/Fri 2- 8pm, Sat 12-8pm, Sun 12-6pm. Please check our website
for the most up to date information: https://www.swissinstitute.net/visit/.

About Swiss Institute

Swiss Institute (SI) is an independent non-profit contemporary art institution dedicated to
promoting forward-thinking and experimental art making through innovative exhibitions, education,
and programs. Committed to the highest standards of curatorial and educational excellence, SI
serves as a platform for emerging artists, catalyzes new perspectives on celebrated work, and
fosters appreciation for under-recognized positions. SI is committed to being an organization that
is diverse, equitable, and accessible in its work, structure and programming. Open to the public
free-of-charge, Swiss Institute seeks to explore how a Swiss context can be the starting point for
international conversations in the fields of visual and performing arts, design and architecture.

SI Programming is made possible in part with public funds from Pro Helvetia, Swiss Arts Council;
the New York State Council on the Arts, with the support of the New York State Legislature; and the
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council. Main sponsors
include LUMA Foundation, the Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, and Friends of SI. Good 0K
Great Fantastic Perfect Grand Thank You is made possible in part by the Swiss Institute Annual
Exhibition Fund with leadership support provided by the LUMA Foundation, Max and Monique Burger,
the Garcia Family Foundation, the Kevin Wendle Foundation, the Freedman Family Foundation and
Ghislaine Brenninkmeijer. SI gratefully acknowledges Swiss Re as SI ONSITE Partner, Vitra as Design
Partner, Crozier Fine Arts as Preferred Shipping Art Logistics Partner, and SWISS as Travel

Partner.

Critical operating support has been provided to SI in 2020-21 as part of a collective fundraising
effort. We thank the following supporters: The David Teiger Foundation, The Willem De Kooning
Foundation, The Helen Frankenthaler Foundation, The Destina Foundation, The Stavros Niarchos
Foundation, The Cy Twombly Foundation, The Henry Luce Foundation, The Fox Aarons Foundation, The
David Rockefeller Fund, The Arison Arts Foundation, The Blavatnik Family Foundation, The Jacques
and Natasha Gelman Foundation, The Robert Lehman Foundation, The Jill and Peter Kraus Foundation,
The Milton and Sally Avery Arts Foundation and The Richard Pousette-Dart Foundation.
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